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The Interpreted New Testament
An Expanded Paraphrase with In-line Commentary
Daniel M. Boerger

CONTENTS

Preface
A Way to Use this Book for Bible Study
A Brief Introduction to the Hebrew Scriptures
Introduction to the Gospel Harmony
Harmony Chart
A Gospel Harmony-The Life and Teaching of Jesus the Messiah

The Interpreted New Testament

Bibliography of Exegetical Resources Consulted
Glossary
Appendix - About Salvation
Appendix - God’s Name
Appendix - Yahweh
Appendix - Yeshua

Daniel M. Boerger served as a Bible translation 
advisor in the Solomon Islands, South Pacific, 
where he supervised a Scripture translation and 
literacy project for a language group of about 5,000 
speakers. He partnered with national translators 
by providing theological expertise, guidance, 
and training in the translation process. Boeger’s 
work included biblical exegesis, comprehension 
checking, literacy workshops, and the production 
of vernacular reading materials. Currently, he works 
in administration at Dallas International University, 
which trains people to be effective cross-cultural 
workers, many of whom are preparing to serve in 
the Bible translation movement. 

The Interpreted New Testament integrates insights from 20 years 
of experience translating the New Testament into a minority 
language. This extended English paraphrase communicates the 
meaning of the New Testament simply and clearly, and can 
be especially helpful for new Bible readers. The paraphrase is 
accompanied by in-line commentary that explains historical and 
cultural background, highlights Bible themes, and gives alternate 
interpretations of difficult passages. 

To further aid new readers of the New Testament, the paraphrase 
is preceded by a harmony of the Gospels, a brief overview of 
Old Testament teachings necessary for understanding the gospel 
message, and is followed by several appendices. One of these 
discusses in detail what new believers should understand about 
their salvation and about following Jesus. Ideal for encountering 
the New Testament for the first time or studying it more 
deeply, The Interpreted New Testament is a unique resource for 
understanding God’s word better.  

April 2020
782 pages
Paperback: Price TBD
Harddback: Price TBD
978-1-948048-25-5 (Paperback)
978-1-948048-24-8 (Hardback)

Biblical Studies
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Passionate about the Passion Week
A Fresh Look at Jesus’ Last Days

William Varner

CONTENTS

	 Introduction
1	 The Beginning of the Via Dolorosa
2	 Palm Monday?
3	 How Did He Get Away With It? The Cleansing of the Temple
4	 A Pharisee is Not Sad-You-See
5	 Trouble in the Temple
6	 Singing for Your Supper
7	 No “Garden of Gethsemane!” Is Nothing Sacred?
8	 Jesus Barabbas or Jesus Messiah? Those “Fickle” Jews!
9	 There Was No “Mount” Calvary! Who Was Forsaken and What 	
	 Was Finished?
10 	What Day Is It?
11 	Different Viewpoints of the Resurrection
12 	He’s Gone! There He Is!
	 Epilogue: Prophecy and the Passion

William Varner is Professor of Bible and Greek 
at the Master’s University. He has led more than 
fifty trips throughout Israel and has written more 
than a dozen books, some for laymen and some for 
scholars.

“Will Varner is an experienced and trusted guide both to the 
Bible and to the Holy Land. I can’t think of a better person 
to lead us through the Scriptures and geographical details 
of the final days of Jesus’ earthly ministry. This volume will 
both educate your mind and nourish your soul.”—Robert L. 
Plummer (PhD), The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

“Tradition reigns during Holy Week, but with gentle prodding 
Will Varner pokes at what we think is true about Jesus’ final 
week on earth and guides us into better ways of understanding. 
By questioning accepted interpretations and reminding us 
what the biblical texts actually say, this book illuminates the 
most important week of human history. After you rethink your 
assumptions and consider new ideas, you will discover that the 
author’s passion for our Lord Jesus Christ has deepened your 
own.”—William L. Krewson (PhD), School of Divinity, Cairn 
University

March 2020
132 pages
Hardback: $32.95
Paperback: $19.95
978-1-948048-23-1 (Hardback)
978-1-948048-22-4 (Paperback)

Biblical Studies



 Spring 2020  7

James 
A Commentary on the Greek Text
William Varner

CONTENTS

	 Introduction
1 	 Salutation (1:1)
2 	 Be Joyful in Trials (1:2-15)
3 	 Do Not Be Deceived About God’s Good Gifts (1:16-18)
4 	 Become Good Hearers and Doers (1:19-27)
5 	 Do Not Show Favoritism (2:1-13)
6 	 Show Your Faith by Your Deeds (2:14-26)
7 	 Be Consistent in Your Speech (3:1-12)
8 	 Follow the Wisdom of God (3:13-18) | Thematic Peak 
9 	 Become a Friend of God (4:1-10) | Hortatory Peak
10	 Speech Ethics Continued (4:11-12)
11 	 Do Not Plan Presumptuously (4:13-17)
12 	 Woe to the Rich (5:1-6)
13 	 Patience and Endurance (5:7-11)
14 	 No Swearing (5:12)
15 	 Prayer, the Sick, and Elijah (5:13-18)
16 	 Returning a Brother (5:19-20)
	 Final Thoughts on James, the Man and the Message

William Varner (Ed.D., Gratz College) is Professor of 
Bible and Greek at the Master’s University.

“Prolific author and scholar, Will Varner, displays his expertise 
of the Greek language in this detailed examination of the very 
first Christian writing. After establishing James’ centrality among 
the apostles, Varner analyzes the Greek text of James’ letter and 
highlights the Septuagint to uncover James’ Jewish context. He 
draws parallels between James and his older brother Jesus in 
fascinating ways and enriches James’ message with numerous 
citations from the early church Fathers. This treasure of exegetical 
insights will aid both scholars and pastors in appreciating the rich 
theology as well as the practical exhortations from the heart of 
James, leader of the earliest Christian church in Jerusalem.” 
—William Krewson, Professor in the School of Divinity, Cairn 
University

“This commentary utilizes the cutting-edge tools of New 
Testament studies, namely, verbal aspect and discourse analysis....
Dr. Varner’s biblical theology operates behind the scenes at every 
point.... This type of commentary might not be what the future of 
commentaries will look like, but it most certainly is what future 
commentators, students, pastors, and exegetes need.” 
—Mel Winstead, Professor of New Testament and Greek, Southern 
Evangelical Seminary

October 2017
421 pages
Paperback: $19.95
978-1-948048-01-9 (Paperback)

Biblical Studies
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Omniscience, Foreknowledge, and the Problem of Divine Freedom
Graham C. Floyd

CONTENTS

	 Introduction
1	 Omniscience
2	 The Problem of Divine Freedom
3	 The Open Solution
4	 The Molinist Solution
5	 The Ockhamist Solution
6	 The Atemporal Solution
	 Conclusion

Graham C. Floyd (PhD, Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary) has served as an adjunct 
professor of philosophy and is a research fellow 
with the Ethics and Political Economy Center.

The problem of God’s foreknowledge of the future and its 
compatibility with human freedom and responsibility is one of 
the greatest issues in philosophy of religion. There is, however, 
another side to this issue. If God foreknows the future, then he 
also foreknows his own future actions. How then is God a free 
and responsible agent? After extrapolating the problem, Floyd 
applies to the divine problem the four major responses to the 
human problem: the Open Solution, the Molinist Solution, the 
Ockhamist Solution, and the Atemporal Solution. He conclude 
that a version of the Atemporal Solution resolves the problem of 
foreknowledge and divine freedom.

August 2019
172 pages
Hardback: $44.95
Paperback: $27.95
978-1-948048-10-1 (Hardback)
978-1-948048-11-8 (Paperback)

Studies in Christian Philosophy
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A Virtue Ethical View of Trinitarian Sanctification
Jesus’ Roles as Teacher, Example, and Priest
Ronald M. Rothenberg

CONTENTS

	 Introduction
1	 Three Historic Backgrounds: Trinitarianism, Virtue Ethics, and 
	 Sanctification
2	 Defining Virtue Ethics in Sanctification: Nature and Function
3	 Jesus’ Roles as Teacher and Example
4	 Jesus’ Role as Priest
	 Conclusion

Ronald M. Rothenberg (PhD, Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary) has served as a 
pastor in Asian immigrant churches and is currently 
the associate editor and a research fellow at 
the Economics and Political Economy Center, a 
Christian think tank.

The thesis of this book is that virtue ethics is key to understanding 
Trinitarian progressive sanctification. The thesis is supported 
by four reasons: (1) the Trinity, virtue ethics, and sanctification 
are historically and conceptually interconnected in the tradition 
and Scripture; (2) virtue ethics based on metaphysical realism is 
the most biblically consistent ethical framework for Trinitarian 
progressive sanctification; (3) Jesus’ active roles as a teacher 
and example of virtue play an important part in Trinitarian 
sanctification; and (4) Jesus’ priestly heavenly intercession aimed at 
manifesting virtue in believers is crucial to understanding how the 
Trinity progressively sanctifies believers.

June 2019
216 pages
Hardback: $49.95
Paperback: $29.95
978-1-948048-08-8 (Hardback)
978-1-948048-09-5 (Paperback)

Studies in Christian Philosophy
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Analyzing and Translating New Testament Discourse
David J. Clark

CONTENTS

1	 Our Father in Heaven
2	 After Three Days
3	 Discourse Structure in Matthew’s Gospel
4	 Vocative Displacement in the Gospels: Lexico-Syntactic and 
	 Sociolinguistic Influences
5	 The Sermon on the Plain: Structure and Theme in Luke 6.20–49
6	 Vocative Displacement in Acts and Revelation
7	 Discourse Structure in Titus 
8	 Discourse Structure in Jude
9	 A Discourse Marker in the Synoptic Gospels: ἀμὴν λέγω ὑμῖν/σοι
10	 Discourse Structure in 3 John
11	 Vocatives in the Epistles
12	 Structural Similarities in 1 and 2 Thessalonians: Comparative 
	 Discourse Anatomy
13	 Discourse Structure in Ephesians, with Some Implications for 
	 Translators
14	 Α Discourse Marker in John: ἀμὴν ἀμὴν λέγω ὑμῖν/σοι

David J. Clark (PhD, London School of Oriental and 
African Studies) worked for 20 years as a Translation 
Consultant with the United Bible Societies, living 
in Thailand, Papua New Guinea and India. He 
then served for 10 years in Europe, primarily in 
the former Soviet Union. After retiring in 2002, 
he continued to work in Russia on a part-time 
voluntary basis with several translation projects 
sponsored by the Institute for Bible Translation in 
Moscow.

“Through his scholarship, writing and teaching, David Clark 
has influenced Bible translation around the entire world for a 
generation or more. David combines scholarship and attention 
to detail with a practical and personal faith in the importance 
of Scripture to the lives of ordinary Christians. His discourse 
studies on many parts of the Bible have opened up the text in 
ways that both stimulate understanding and application and 
foster accurate translation. He has been one of the most prolific 
contributors to The Bible Translator in the history of the journal. 
David’s gift of personal friendship and encouragement has 
always ensured that his professional and scholarly approach 
was never remote or disconnected from life.”—Stephen 
Pattemore, Bible Society New Zealand Translation Director, 
Executive Editor of The Bible Translator

“I can enthusiastically recommend this interesting, insightful, 
and informative collection of studies in the New Testament 
to pastors, professors, Bible teachers, translators and their 
trainers, and all serious lay students of Scripture.… This is a 
masterful collection of articles on a diversity of topics that will 
surely enrich all those who embark upon the exciting journey 
of NT scholarship and Bible translation that David invites 
us to embark upon with him—who is, in my opinion, a most 
experienced and reliable guide.”
—Ernst Wendland, Retired UBS Translation Consultant, 
Extraordinary Professor of Ancient Studies, Stellenbosch 
University

March 2019
298 pages
Hardback: $49.95
Paperback: $29.95
978-1-948048-05-7 (Hardback)
978-1-948048-15-6 (Paperback)

Studies in Koine Greek
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Messiah and the Throne
Jewish Merkabah Mysticism And Early Christian Exaltation Discourse
Timo Eskola

CONTENTS

I	 Introduction 
	 1	 Jewish Mysticism and New Testament Exegesis 
 
II	 The Heavenly Throne in the Old Testament, Second Temple Jewish 	
	 Theology, and the Pseudepigrapha 
	 2	 God as King and the Ark of the Covenant as His Throne 
	 3	 The Throne in Early Jewish Mysticism: The Merkabah 
	 4	 From Merkabah Mysticism to Christology: Suggestions and 	
		  Refutations 
 
III	 The Messiah and the Throne in the New Testament Christological 	
	 Discourses 
 
	 5 	 At the Right Hand of God (enthronement discourse) 
	 6	 Resurrection as Enthronement in Rom. 1:3-4 (resurrection 	
		  discourse) 
	 7	 Throne as a Place for the Atonement (cultic discourse) 
	 8	 The Centre of the Last Judgment (judicial discourse) 
	 9	 The History of Influence: Enthronement in Jewish Christian 	
		  Pseudepigrapha 
 
IV	 The Nature of Early Enthronement Christology 
	 10	 Some Problems with the “Theocratic” Theory of Adoptionist 	
		  Christology 
	 11	 Main Factors in the Emergence of Christology 
	 12	 Theocracy, Exaltation Discourse, and Christology 

	 Conclusion

Timo Eskola is a New Testament scholar at the 
Theological Institute of Finland. He also works as a 
Privatdozent at the University of Helsinki, Finland. 
He is the author of Beyond Biblical Theology: 
Sacralized Culturalism in Heikki Räisänen’s 
Hermeneutics (Brill, 2015) and A Narrative Theology 
of the New Testament: Exploring the Metanarrative 
of Exile and Restoration (Mohr Siebeck, 2015).

Did Jewish throne mysticism, the so-called “merkabah mysticism,” 
influence the emergence and formation of the earliest exaltation 
Christology? The author presents resurrection Christology as a part 
of Jewish Christian merkabah tradition. 
 
Christ’s exaltation was described as a heavenly journey that 
culminated in his enthronement on the divine throne of glory. 
Christian writers did exploit the symbolic world, the images 
and metaphors of Second Temple Judaism. The exaltation 
discourse that they present, however, is completely new. A simple 
typological explanation is unable to explain the nature of early 
Christology. Christ was not depicted as a heavenly angelic figure 
or an exalted patriarch. He was described as the enthroned Son of 
God whose reign is eternal.

October 2019
454 pages
Paperback: $25.95
Hardback: $46.95
978-1-948048-17-0 (Paperback)
978-1-948048-16-3 (Hardback)

Studies in Jewish and Christian Literature
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Father, Son, and Spirit in Romans 8
The Roman Reception of Paul’s Trinitarian Theology 

Ron C. Fay

CONTENTS
1	 Introduction
2	 Greco-Roman Concepts of Deity
3	 God and Mankind
4	 God and the Son and the Spirit
	 Conclusion

Ron C. Fay (PhD) is Adjunct Professor of New 
Testament for Liberty University’s Rawlings School 
of Divinity

Whether Paul teaches or assumes a Trinitarian theology has 
become a lively question among New Testament researchers 
in the past few decades. Ron Fay contributes to this debate by 
viewing Paul’s letter to the Roman church within their own 
social and religious context. What role do mystery cults, the 
Capitoline Triad, and the Roman imperial cult play in Paul’s 
theology proper?
By borrowing from and subverting the pagan theological 
landscape, Fay claims that Paul was able to build an argument 
for and present the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit as a triunity in 
Romans 8. Each performs an overlapping role with the others in 
the work of re-creation, salvation, adoption, and glorification for 
those who are “in Christ.” 

Forthcoming
Hardback: $44.95
Paperback: $27.95
978-1-948048-27-9 (Paperback)
978-1-948048-26-2 (Hardback)

Studies in Jewish and Christian Literature
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The Unformed Conscience of Evangelicalism
Recovering the Church’s Moral Vision
J. Daryl Charles

CONTENTS

1	 The Cultural Moment and the Cultural Mandate 
2	 Ethics and the Evangelical Legacy 
3	 The Necessity of Ethical Formation 
4	 Retooling the Evangelical Mindset: Ethics and Worldview 
5	 Retooling the Evangelical Mindset: Ethics and the Permanent 
6	 Biblical Resources for Ethics: The Pauline Model 
7	 Biblical Resources for Ethics: The Petrine Model 
8	 Biblical Resources for Ethics: The Disciple’s Model 
9	 Toward a Biblical Ethic: Principles in Polarity 
10	 Thinking with the Church 
	 Epilogue

J. Daryl Charles (PhD) serves as the Acton Affiliated 
Scholar in Theology & Ethics. He is author of 
eighteen books, including Natural Law and Religious 
Freedom (Routledge), America and the Just War 
Tradition (University of Notre Dame Press), and 
Wisdom’s Work: Essays on Ethics, Vocation, and 
Culture (Acton Institute Press), as well as editor of 
Abraham Kuyper, Common Grace, volumes 2 and 3 
(Lexham Press).

Ours is a time of moral crisis. Are evangelical Christians up to the 
task of contributing to the present ethical debates? All too often the 
evangelical church, when it has not abandoned the public sphere, 
has relied on protest over persuasion, laments author J. Daryl 
Charles. The results of its public witness within American society 
have not been encouraging. What is lacking, argues Charles, is a 
biblically based and theologically informed vision that can ground 
the moral education that should take place in the church and its 
institutions of higher education. 
 
The Unformed Conscience of Evangelicalism fills this gap by 
reminding the evangelical church of its biblical and theological 
foundations for forming a unified personal and social ethic. After 
outlining the contours of such a moral vision, Charles issues a 
wake-up call for evangelicals to once again draw on the resources 
of the church’s Great Tradition and to reconfigure their priorities to 
serve the moral formation of the saints, their pastors, leaders and 
members. But more than this, Charles offers practical direction as 
to how seminaries, Christian colleges and individual congregations 
might go about shaping the character and conscience of the 
evangelical church.

January 2020
277 pages
Paperback: $18.49
978-1-948048-20-0 (Paperback)

Theology and Ethics
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Living the Faith
A Guide for New Disciples Based on the Apostles’ Creed

Todd A. Scacewater

Ministry and Discipleship Guides

CONTENTS
1	 Introduction: The Ancient Christian Confession

	 Part 1: God the Father

2	 I Believe
3	 God the Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth
	
	 Part 2: Jesus Christ

4	 Jesus Christ, His Only Son, Our Lord
5	 Who Was Conceived by the Holy Spirit, Born of the Virgin Mary
6	 Suffered under Pontius Pilate
7	 Was Crucified, Died, and Was Buried; He Descended to the Dead
8	 On the Third Day, He Rose Again; He Ascended into Heaven; He is 	
	 Sitting at the Right Hand of God the Father Almighty
9	 From Where He is Coming to Judge the Living and the Dead

	 Part 3: The Gifts of God

10	 The Holy Spirit
11	 The Holy Universal Church, the Communion of Saints
12	 The Forgiveness of Sins, the Resurrection of the Body, and the Life 	
	 Everlasting
	
	 Next Steps: Beginning to Grow in the Faith

Todd A. Scacewater (PhD) is Assistant Professor 
of International Studies at Dallas International 
University.

A simple explanation of the most central and basic Christian beliefs 
as laid out in the Apostles’ Creed. Divided into twelve sessions, 
illustrated throughout by historic Christian art and photographs, 
and full of engaging discussion questions, this guide is intended to 
ensure that new believers comprehend the basic tenets of the faith.

“The benefits of this guide are similar to the benefits of the creed 
that provides its structure: a strong focus on Christology and the 
Trinity. A basic understanding of the Father, the Son, and the Spirit 
are foundational for the Christian life, and this guide provides that 
foundation for new believers.”—Paul Hoskins, Associate Professor 
of New Testament, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

“Grounded in the Faith is a treasure trove of Scripture and con-cise 
theology arranged for the new believer and a mentor to explore 
together. I will be distributing this easily accessible text to all our 
new members, and await rich, transformative conversations to 
unfold!”—Case Thorp, Senior Associate Pastor for Evangelism 
First Presbyterian Church of Orlando, FL

November 2019
Revised ed.
78 pages
Paperback: $10.95
978-1-948048-18-7 (Paperback)
978-1-948048-19-4 (Hardback)



 Spring 2020  15

Brian Albert (PhD) has pastored at Calvary 
Baptist Church in Lenexa, KS since 2004. He 
also serves at Midwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary as Adjunct Professor of Church History 
and Research Assistant of the Spurgeon Library.

June 2019
70 pages
Paperback: $8.99
978-1-948048-07-1 (Paperback)

Grounded in the Faith
Upward, Inward, Outward, and Onward
Brian Albert

Ministry and Discipleship Guides

In this concise guide to Christian spirituality, Brian Albert 
explains the upward, inward, outward, and onward dimensions 
of the Christian faith.

“Brian Albert is a skilled and caring shepherd of souls. His 
Living the Faith is a trustworthy, biblically-sound resource for 
discipling a new believer. It is practical, easy to understand, 
and contains dozens of thought-provoking questions for private 
consideration or meaningful dialogue.”—Donald S. Whitney, 
Professor of Biblical Spirituality and Associate Dean, The 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

“One of the key aspects of the Christian life is Discipleship. 
And Discipleship requires personal piety. And personal piety 
is fed by devotion. And devotion is aided by this little book by 
Brian Albert. Many Christians neglect their personal time with 
God and this volume is a wonderful aid to restoring that time 
with God to a place of importance. Wise, helpful, and filled 
with spiritual truth, Brian’s book will help you to re-establish, 
or establish for the first time, a devotional life worthy of the 
name.”—Jim West, Lecturer in Biblical and Reformation 
Studies, Ming Hua Theological College

CONTENTS

	 Introduction: The One Thing
1	 Upward Spirituality
2	 Inward Spirituality
3	 Outward Spirituality
4	 Onward Spirituality
	 Conclusion
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Internalizing the Faith
A Pilgrim’s Catechism

J. Brandon Burks

CONTENTS

Introduction
	 Why We Should Catechize
	 How to Use This Catechism
Part 1
	 On the Bible and God
	 On Sin and the Law
	 On Jesus Christ
	 On Salvation
	 On Mankind
	 On the Church
	 Application
Part 2
	 On God
	 On the Law
	 On Jesus Christ
	 On Salvation
	 On Mankind
	 On the Church
	 Application

J. Brandon Burks (MAR, Westminster Seminary) 
is Senior Pastor of Dry Ridge Baptist Church.

“Internalizing the Faith is filled with concise, coherent, biblically 
grounded, theologically sound answers to important pertinent 
questions…. Every parent and every pastor should be pleased to 
have this valuable resource available for their calling to instruct in 
truth those under their care.”—Thomas J. Nettles, retired Professor 
of Church History, The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

“Brandon Burks has composed a fine, insightful catechism. In 
several questions he addresses issues of contemporary importance 
that composers of older catechisms may have been unable to 
anticipate. A person who memorizes this catechism will have a 
good foundation for a lifetime of growth in the Christian life.” 
—Jim Scott Orrick, Professor of Literature and Culture, Boyce 
College

“Internalizing the Faith provides the student with a basic overview 
of all the major doctrines in Part 1, and then revisits those doctrines 
by diving deeper in Part 2, and again even deeper in Part 3. This 
makes it a wonderful teaching tool for all. I highly recommend 
Internalizing the Faith and the teaching it contains to both students 
and teachers alike.”—Jeffery D. Johnson, Pastor of Grace Bible 
Church, Conway, AR

“The best catechisms are not written by theologians, but by 
theologians who are fathers; Brandon Burks is both and has given 
us a catechism that is quite remarkable for its usefulness and 
uniqueness. I highly recommend it!”—Pascal Denault, Pastor of 
Église réformée baptiste of St-Jérôme, QC

May 2018
114 pages
Paperback: $8.99
978-1-948048-03-3 (Paperback)

Ministry and Discipleship Guides

Part 3	
	 On God
	 On Law and Covenants
	 On Jesus Christ
	 On Salvation
	 On Mankind and Angels
	 On the Church
	 Application
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Meeting God in the Bible: How to Read Scripture Devotionally
John M. Linebarger
Foreword by Fernando Ortega

CONTENTS
	
	 Foreword, by Fernando Ortega
	 How to Use This Book
	 Introduction: Encountering God in a Quiet Time
1	 Reading Scripture Devotionally	
2 	 Victoria’s First Quiet Time
3	 Sharon’s Story
4	 Sharon’s Quiet Time
5	 Bible Translations and the ACTS Prayer
6	 Victoria’s Quiet Time Using an ACTS Prayer
7	 Bible Reading Plans
8	 Memorizing Scripture
9	 Spiritual Journaling
10	 Finalizing the Memorization Process
11	 A Quiet Time in Crisis
12	 Praying without Ceasing and the Jesus Prayer
13	 Teaching Lectio Divina
14	 Practicing Lectio Divina: Prepare and Read
15	 Practicing Lectio Divina: Reflect
16	 Practicing Lectio Divina: Respond, Rest, Act
17	 Short Version of Lectio Divina from Psalm 19
18	 Biblical Interpretation: How to Discern God’s Voice
	 Conclusion: Putting Encounter into Practice

John M. Linebarger (MDiv, MBA, PhD Computer 
Science) is an ordained bivocational pastor. By 
day he is a Computer Scientist at a National 
Laboratory. By night he moderates a Biblical and 
Theological Languages forum on a social media 
site. On the weekends he teaches Sunday School, 
leads worship, celebrates the Lord’s Supper, 
preaches occasionally, and visits members of the 
congregation in the hospital and in their homes. 
John lives with his wife and daughter and a 
menagerie of books in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

“…reads like a rich and lively conversation with a wise spiritual 
mentor.”—Joshua Swanson, Lead Pastor of Christ Church
“...a very practical guide for one-on-one discipleship using 
the Word of God....a very helpful tool for Quiet Times and 
Bible-based discipleship.”—Mark Zimmerman, Bishop of the 
Anglican Diocese of the Southwest
“...a fun, engaging, and practical guide for how to grow in your 
relationship with Jesus....a wonderful discipleship tool for new 
and seasoned believers alike.”—Chad Francis, Lead Pastor of 
Hope Church
“...leads gently into a path of prayerfully reading Scripture as a 
meaningful and motivating encounter with the living God while 
being in the midst of our busy and distracting lives.”—Win 
Mott, retired bishop in the Anglican Church in North America
“...realistic, warm, and approachable.”—Peter H. Davids, New 
Testament Editor, Word Biblical Commentary

September 2019
181 pages
Paperback: $16.49
978-1-948048-12-5 (Paperback)

Ministry and Missions
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Of Islands and Highlands
Memories of Papua New Guinea and the Solomon Islands, 1976–1982

David J. Clark

CONTENTS

	 Introduction
1	 In at the Deep End
2	 In Malinowski’s Footsteps
3	 More Islands and Some Highlands
4	 Volcanoes and Rivers
5	 Travels with and without the Children
6	 Aerial Alarms and Excursions
7	 Some Novel Experiences
8	 An Unexpected Excursion
9	 Flexibility Needed
10	 Some You Win and Some You Lose
11	 A Unique Christmas and Other Changes
12	 Changing Horses
13	 Side Trips
14	 Final Months

David J. Clark (PhD) served for twenty years as 
a Translation Consultant with the United Bible 
Societies, living in Thailand, Papua New Guinea, 
and India. He then served for ten years in Europe, 
primarily in the former Soviet Union. After retiring in 
2002, he continued to work in Russia on a voluntary 
basis with several translation projects sponsored by 
the Institute for Bible Translation in Moscow.

A retired Bible translation consultant re-lives his exotic and 
unpredictable journeys during his six years of service in 
Papua New Guinea and the Solomon Islands. David Clark 
worked for the United Bible Societies and consulted on Bible 
translation projects with a number of translation teams in 
various islands and highlands. His narratives are filled with 
Pacific traveling mishaps, colorful colleagues, Bible translation 
work, and humorous memories of local traditions–all told with 
an enjoyable, light-hearted wit.Clark weaves into his narrative 
a variety of spiritual lessons that he drew from his travels, and 
provides unique insight into the daily and monthly routines of 
a Bible translation worker in remote regions. Those interested in 
missions, and specifically Bible translation and linguistics, will 
find it hard to put this book down.

January 2019
142 pages
Paperback: $15.99
978-1-948048-04-0 (Paperback)

Ministry and Missions
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Babes in the Jungle
A Year of Life in the Niger Delta
David J. Clark

What does it take to get the Bible translated into a new language? 
What if that language lacks a writing system? Retired UBS 
Translation Consultant David J. Clark narrates his year of village 
life in the Niger Delta among the Ekpeye people. Undertaking 
linguistic research and assisting with decisions on developing 
a writing system for the Ekpeye language, Clark lived with his 
family among the people and shared their way of life for one year.

Filled with enlightening cultural experiences, humorous accounts 
of mischievous local children, touching accounts of Christian faith, 
and even a brush with the law because of his neighbor’s gardening 
habits, Babes in the Jungle is both entertaining and informative 
from beginning to end. Missionaries, pastors, linguists, and anyone 
interested in global Christianity will be edified by Clark’s memoir.
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